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Sir Robert Filmer 


AM not of the number of thoſe, who delight to rake in the 
Aſhes of the Dead ; and had this unfortunate Gentleman ſpa- 
red the memory of Sir Robert Filmer, or treated him with 
more Truth and Generolity, I would never have 4 peared a« 
gainſt him, how much ſoever I deteſt the Cauſe of jt 

for I think Death a ſufficient Puniſhment even for Treaſon, and would 
rather commiſerate the miſery, and folly of Mankind, in being in- 
gaged in fuch lewd, and wicked PraCtices, as ſhould hurl them into 
an Ignominious and Untimely Grave, than inſult over them that are 
lo unfortunate. 

But when Perſons of Noble Birth, and great Eſtates, the Favourites 
of Heaven and Farth; whole infancy promiſeth a great Honour and 
Happineſs to their Country : When theſe Morning Stars, I fay, de. 
generate, and become the Plagues and Mileries of the Age; when 
they endeavour to undermine that Throne, which hath diftinguith- 
ed them, or their Anceſtors from the Populace, and affixed deicend. 
ing Honours upon their Families, when ſuch as theſe prove nor on- 
ly ungratcful but unnatural, it it were 10 my power, their Memo- 
ry ſhould periſh with chem, that when-ever this happened, Poſterity 
might ſland amazed at it, as a New and Monſtrous thing, 

Fut this Gentleman might have claimed trom me, a greater de- 


is Ruine; ' 


gree of Pity than ſome other, upon the account of rhe time of his 
Birth, and Education. For he was, as he tells us in the end of this 
Paper, engaged from his Touth in th? Old Cauſe, and had accord- 
ing to the Cant of thoſe Times —_— an Opinion, that God had 
often wonderfully drclared himeſelf forrit. And ſome men, being 
Once throught ſaſoned with any thing , became thercby fo pre- 
judiced, that they are never after able ra deliver their Souls, and 
to (ay, is there not a Lye in my right hand ! And tho' theſe may 
juſtly be cur off, they being the worſt, moſt incurable, and dan- 


gerous Members of a Socicty, yet Humanity will teach us to in- * 


T terr 
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terr them with Silence, and Sorrow, as we do the Putrified and 
Gangreen'd Members of a Living Body. 

But when ſuch as theſe, unſatisfied with the Miſchief they have 
done in their Lives, ſhall endeavour to intail their 11s upon Poſte- 
rity, and defame the Memory of Virtuous Men, who are dead, and 
not able to anſwer for themſelves, this is ſo Barbarous, and De- 
ſtructive, that I think every man is obliged to defend the Common 
Intereſt, who would be willing to have his Good Name flouriſh af- 
ter Death. And this, and nothing elſe, hath engaged my Pen on the 
behalf of a Gentleman, who was known to me by nothing but 
his Learned, and Ingenious Works, and in all probability died when 
I was an Infant. 

I will be as ſhort, and put as little Gall into my Ink, as is poſ- 
ſible, for the fake of Mr. Sidney's Relations, and it I happen to 
ſpeak ſome things, that have been ſaid by others upon this very Pa- 
per before, I humbly beſpeak the Pardon of the World, for I have 
not ſeen one of thoſe Papers, that have ' 'en Printed upon it. 

Tho' the Seaſon of the Year, the Infirmities of his Age, encrea(- 
ed by a cloſe Impriſonment of above five Months, might be allow- 
ed as reaſonable Cauſes, why he thould not ſpeak much at his Exe- 
cution; yet iri my poor judgment, they will afford him little ex- 
cuſe either for what he hath, or what he hath not delivered in 
Writing, ſrace he was pleaſed to take that way - For it had been 
as eaſy, and much more becoming a Chriſtian, a Subje&t, and a Mar- 
tyr, as he ſeems deſirous to be thought, to have told the World, 
whether he were Guilty, or not, of the things laid to his Charge, 
than to Arraign his Judges; to have cxhorted the People to Loyalty 
and Obedience towards their Gracious King, and to have prayed for 
the Peace, and Proſperity of his Prince, and Country, as to complain of 
the Age, and yet at the fame time endeavour to make it worſe, 
by an unſeaſonable, aud unbecoming Declamation. 

We" live, faith he, in an Age that maketh Truth 2a for Treaſon : 
I dare mot ſay any thing contrary unto it, and the Ears of thoſe 
that are about me will xs. #1 be found too tender to hear it, 

It is very ſtrange, that Truth and Treaſon ſhould of late be- 
come ſuch near Allies, that a cautious, a dying man ſhould fear 
they might be miſtaken one for the other on the Scaffold. A 
modeſt man at that time would have looked a little jealouſly howe- 
ver upon ſuch a parcel of Truths, and have ſuſpeted them for 
falſhoods, and deluſions, or at leaſt have ſuſpended his Judgment 
for a few Minutes, till Death might have diſiipated that Miſt of 
Mortality, which as ptobibly might have mifkd him, as all thoſe 
that were about him.” \ 

But whatever his Opinion was, there was no reaſon for the 
Complaint, whatever he had ſpoken, or written could make his 
Condition no worſe in this World. * And he knew, no man better, 
that the. Age in which we live permits a hicentious Liberty to all, 
---- Rara Temporum f@licitate, ubi ſentire que welis, & que ſentias 
dicere licet, to think what they pleaſe, and to ſpeak (almoſt) what- 

ever 
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ever they think, ar [cait I believe this Rare Felicity, was never 
more abuſed , than in the Age in which we live; and if there were 
never another Inſtance ro be given of it, the Printing his 
would fatisfie Polterity, rhis Complaint was neither reaſonable nor 
well grounded. 

Bur, alas! this Gentleman had taken up a Set of Opinions, which 
are, and ever will be accounted Treaſons in all Governments, but Pure 
Democracics, to the end of the World. And I am perſwaded the 
Pretended Common- Wealth of Eng/and would hardly have endured 
ſuch Dodtrines, as he hath broached in this Paper - Art leaſt I am 
ſure it was —_— to their Intereſt. 

What he hath' faid concerning the Evidence given againſt hi 
and the Lord Howard, I ſhall | Him: ro others, j- Chief OR 
being with the Papers, and not with them, neither as they were 
produced to prove Mr. Sidney Guilty, but as written againſt Sir 
Robert Filmer's Patriarcha, or, the Natural Power of Kings 

This (the Teſtimony hy word of Mourh) 4e-inz /aid afide, (faith 
he) the whole Matter is reauced to the Papers,ſaid to be found in' my Clo- 
fet by the Kings Officers, without any other Proof of their being ' Writs 
ten by me, than what is taken from Supps/1trons, upon the Similitude of 
an Hand, that is eafily Counterfeit, &c. 

But was it only faid, that they were found in his Cloſet 2 Was 
it not Sworn by a Gentleman, againſt whoſe Credit Mr. Sidney 
had nothing to obje&, at the Tryal? And was not all the care ima- 
ginable taken that no Counterfeit Papers might be foiſted in after- 


wards, by Sealing them up in a Trunk, and Mr. Sidney himſelf de. Tre.p. 21 


ſired to ſet his Seal too on them for his further aſſurance 2 Such 
groundleſs, and almoſt impoſſible Surmiſes as theſe, betray a bad 


Cauſe ſupported with much wiltulneſs, 
Burt that which follows is much worſe. For tho* we ſhould 


it no very difficult thing to Counterfeit a Name, or a few Lines, who 
can think ſo large a Diſcourſe, as that Printed in his Tryal, and 
yet it was not the fiſtieth part of the whole, that was produced, 
and not the tenth of that offered to be read, as he tells us in this PO 
Paper. Can any man in his righe Wits, think, any man could, or 

would counterfeit at this prodigious rate? He tells us in his Try- 


al, If theſe Papers are right it mentions 200 and odd Sheets. A Pag. 34- 


bold and unheard of Undertaking, to pretend to Counterfeit ſo much. 
And ſtrange muſt be the Legerdemain that could get them into the 


Study ſo opportunely. (ue fic mibi narras, incredulus odi, 

But the crafty Rogue-did not only Counterteit his Hand fo ex- 
atly, that they, that were beſt acquainted with it, ſwore they be. 
lieved it was all written by Mr. Sidney, but hit his Judgment too; 
ſo that he faid at his Tryal, / do not know whether they are my 
own or no, (which it they had been Counterfeit, he could not have 


faid ) but theſe very Papers, ſuch as they are, do abhor , .as much as Pag. 32. 


any one can, ſuch a Deſign. Which he could never have ſaid nei- 
ther, if that had been So firſt tige he had ever ſeen them : As he 
ſeems to inſinuate at his Tryal, p. 26. when he replyed , My _—_ 


let bim gives an "account of it (the Libel) that did :t. Nor hath 
B 3 retrated 
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retrafted one Title in this his laſt-Paper, of that which was read at: 
his Tryal, but rather confirmed it, and in all probability the Truths, 
he fo feared would be taken for Treaſons, may all be found in 
thoſe Papers. I had not inſiſted ſo long on this, but to ſhew the 
temper of the man, and to ſhew the Reader how juſt it is, he ſhould 
not too eaſily bekeve the Account he gives of Sir Robert Filmer. 

He goes on thus, But if ] bad been ſeen to Write them, the mat- 
ter would not be much altered, They plainly appear to relate unto a 

e Treatiſe written long fince,in Anſwer to Filmer's Book, which 
by all Intelligent men is thought to be grounded upon Wicked Princi- 
ples, equally pernicious unto Magiſtrates and People, 

y, if-there was fo little in it, why was all this pains taken to inſi- 
nuate an Opinion into the minds of men, that they might poſſibly (for 
he no where affirms it poſitively) be Counterteit > And it was much 
leſs excufable to do it in this Paper, than at his Tryal: Here he ought 
to have laid by all his Arts, and Diſguiſes, and with the treedom of a 
dying man have told the world, whether that Libel were his, or no, for 
whatever he might think at the Bar, he was ſure on the Scaffold ir 
could not hurt him any further. 

But as nice as be is in this, he tells us pretty roundly, what his Opi- 
nion is of Filmer's Book, and no man muſt paſs for an Intelligent man, 
who! ſhall preſume to be of another judgment. In very good time! 
Are all the ſntelligent men wu the world become Republicans ? For I am 
confident no other man can approve of this Cenſure ; and it will poſe 
a-wiſer man, than he ever was, to prove any one of Sir R. Filmer's 
| Pridciples (without wreſting) wicked or pernicious to any other Ma- 
giftrares,or People, but ſuch as have itching Fingers to be plucking down 
their Princes, and calling them to account,” and revenging their own 
ſuppoſed Wrongs on them. And for ſuch Magiſtrates, ſuch People, 
none but Traytors would concern themſelves in a Monarchy, any 
otherwiſe than to deteſt and abhor them and their pernicious Prin- 


Having / thus paſled a general Cenſure upon Sir R. Filmer's Book, 
" he comes ia the next place to a more particular, which runs thus, 
+ if be: wright publiſh unto the world his Opinion, That all men are born 


_— er. a Neceſſity derived from the Laws of God and Nature, to ſubmit un- 


to'an abſolute Kingly Government, which could be reftrained by no Laws or 
Oath; and that he, that hath the Power, whether he came unto it by Crea- 
tiow, Elettion, Inheritance, Uſurpation, or any other way, had the Right, 
and none muſt oppoſe his Will, but the Perſons, and Eſtates of his Subje(ts 
muſt be indiſpenſably ſubjett -unto it ; I know not why I might not have 
7 my Opinion to the contrary, without the breach of auy Law, 1 
have yet huown. 
Fhelſe are his words, and it is my duty to enquire how far he hath 
truly repreſented Sir Robert Filmer's judgment. 
... \And'as to his firſt Propoſition, That all men are born, &c. I believe he 
wilt noz be able ro ſhew it me in terminis any where in Sir R. Filmer's 
Works, but '1 think I can ſhew himthe contrary, Patriarcha, p. 6. 
bam not to queſtion, or quarrel at the Rights,or Liberties of This,or 
any Orher Nation, my task is chiefly to enquire from 'whom Theſe firſt 
Loleti... | came, 


© RF 13:4 ES 
came, not to diſpute what, or how many theſe are ; but whether they 
were derived from the Laws of Natural Liberty, or from the Grace 
and Bounty, of Princes. My deſire and' hope is, that;the People of 
England may, and do enjoy as ample Priviledges, as any. Nation under 
Heavea ; the greateſt Liberty in the World (if it be duly conſidered) 
ls tor a People to live under a Monarch, it is the Magna Charta of this 
Kingdom, all other. ſhews or pretexts of Liberty, are but ſeveral de» 
grees of Slavery, and a Liberty only todeſtroy Liberty. ks 
And after this, pag. 53. he hath theſe words, Indeed the . world for 
a long time knew no other ſort of Government; but only Monarchy. The beſt 
Order, the greateſt Strength, rhe moſt Stability, and Eafieſt Government, 
are to by found all in Monarchy, and in no other Form of Government. And 
he doth every where prefer Monarchy before all other Forms, but that 
he hath any where condemned Ariſtocracies, or Democracies, as con- 
trary to the Laws of God, and Nature, is not to be ſhewn in him; tho' 
at the ſame time he. owns Monarchy, as Arifotle did, to be the Firſt, 
the Natural, and the Divineſt Form of Government, p. 53. But to infer 
from hence, That all men are born under a Neceſlity, derived from the 
Laws of God and Nature, to ſubmit unto an abſolute Kingly Govern- 


ment, is ſuch a Conſequence as nothing but paſſion could draw from 


thoſe Principles, * For tho'Monarchy ſhould be yielded to be the belt, it de 
Will not follow, that all other Forms are unlaytultho' it will, thatthey & 


* 

jure Relli 
pacis, ths. 
P- 5. Set. 


Grotius 


are not ſo natural, ſoeaſie, ſafe, and convenient. - ' + _, "17M $o 
Nor are all Monarchies equally abſolute, for Grat.' +). Bull 4. Chp. 4.5e por mndin 


tho' it is Eſſential to a Monarch to be dwed3w@, 


id efÞ ſuperiorts, obligare nemo poreſt : 


_ 
That is free from Coertion and Puniſhment,and @ bine of quod Legum AuBlores babent jus Le- 


Legibus 5olutus. That is free from the Coadtive 
Power of Laws , as Sir R. Filmer hath it p. 91. forms of 


ſuas matandi : This freedom from the 
ive of Laws is common to all 
And þelongs to the 


5o that whar ever he doth, his Sabjectscannoe Fer Pom x ing ore 
call hi: to an account, or puniſh him.. Tho celfity,becauſe no Government cn ſubfift 
1 ſay thele things are Eſſential to al} Monarches, without i. Pariorch. pag, 99. Vide Saree de 


leg. lib, 1. Cap. $. Se 


9. lib. 3. Cap.'35. 


as ſuch; yct it will not preſently follow, that £7 2. > > wok ih, 
all Monarches have equal Powers, becauſe thg' cds fone ang = wang. - 
at firſt they were all equal, yet fince ſorhe of deminum: Nullas autems potgſt jariſdiftionem in 


them have granted to their Subjects greater ent duds ; 
Priviledges, than others have; and fo, tho' the People cannot claim 
them, as Natural Liberties , nor reſiſt their Princes with Force, and. 
Arms, if they be invaded : Yet they may petition them,tocontinue to 
them the Grace, and Bounty of their Anceſtors. And ſuch Princes are. 
bound fo to do, not aut of Fear of puniſhment from their Subjets, 
but that they may have the Love, and Advance the Welfare of their 
SubjeRs, which is indeed their own. | 

That this is agreeable to Sir Robert Filmer, appears, g.9 3. (SeR.6. } 
Now albeit Kings, who make the Laws, be (as KingFames doth teach us): 
above the Laws ; yet will they rule their Subjets by the Law; 
and a King Governing in a Setled Kingdom, leaves to be a King, 'agd 
dep:nerates into a Tyrant, ſo ſoon as he ſeems not to Rule according 
to his Laws; yet where he ſees the Laws rigorous, or doubetul, he 
may mitigate, and interpret. And a little after, altho'a Kingdo we 
all his Attions to be according to the -" yer he is not 


: 


_ 


|! | 
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to, but at his good will, and for good example; Or fo far forth 
wwe et tw of the ſafery of the Common-weale doth naty- 
rally bind him ; for in ſuch fort, only Poſitive Laws may be faid 
to Bind the 'King, not by being Poſitive, but as they are natural- 
the Beſt -or Only means for the preſervation of the Common- 
ealth, By this means are all Kings, even Tyrants and Conquer- 
ors, bound to preſerve the Lands, Goods, Liberties and Lives of all 
their Subje&s, not by any municipal Laws of the Land, ſo much 
as the Natural Law of a Father, which binds them to ratifie the 
As of their Fore-fathers and Predeceſlors, in things neceſſary for 
the Publick Good of their Subjects. 


Principem non Ligari Legibus, ſeilicet, quoad 
vim Coaltivam. 1 quia Coallio ex intrinſeca 14- 
tiene ſua peſtulat,. ut ab extrinſeco proveniat, 
Er go Princeps non cogere ſeipſum per ſuam 
Legem. Nec etiam £0 yoteſ « ſabditir,quia nul- 
lus Inferior poteſt Uioltn!as manus injictre in Su- 
periorem, nec etiam poteft cogi ab equali, qui non 
Ws in illum Jus "go we denique « 

uperiore, quia agimns Principe, qui Su- 
periorem non habet, &c. Suarez deleg. 3-Cap, 
34+ Se. 15, Peng per ſe fertur in invitum 4s 
ideo ferri non potet niſi ab babente $upteriorem 
potrlatem ig alin languan fibi ſabdutdm. ibid, 


Theſe are the very NOW 4 of that Author, 
and much more there is to the ſame purpoſe 
in this piece ; ſo. that tho' Mr. — lays, 
That the Regal Power could be reſtrained by no 
Laws, i. & that it muſt of neceſſity be Tyramnical, 
according to Filmer's deſcription of it ; yet this is 
a great miſtake,, for a Man may be as firmly 
bound by his Intereſt, by the fear of God, by 
Confeience, Tc. as by the fear of Puniſhmear, 
and theſe 'are common_to Princes with their 


Subjedts ; and indeed, even amongſt SubjeQts, - where the fear of 
Puniſhment is the only motive, the Obedience is . weak, irregu- 
-lar, unſteady, and for the -moſt part of no long duration, 


His. next, 


Complaint is, That, according to Sir R. Filmer, the Re- 


Power. could wot be Yeſtrained by any Oaths. Now let us ſee, 
1 the next place, what Filmer faith -for that, and we ſhall find ir, 
"oh | Patriarcha, pag. 95. (7.) Others there be that affirm, that although 
Laws of themſelves do not bind Kings, yer the Oaths of Kings, at 
© thitir Coronations, tye them to keep all the' Laws of their King- 
How far this is true, let 'us but examine the Oath of t 
- Kings of "6 3Po at their Coronation, the Words whereof are theſe. 
bony lea 


Art thoup 
ferent and upri 


ed to cauſe 


to be Adminiſtred in all thy Judgments indif- 


bt Fuſtice, and to wſe diſcretion with Mercy and Yeri- 


 tyd Art thou pleaſed that our aprigh Laws and Cuſtoms be obſerved, 


and doſt thou promiſe, that thoſe 


all be Proteffed and Maintained 


;- thee + Theſe are the Articles of the Kings Oath, which con- 
the Laity, or Subjefts in general ;' to which the King anſwers 
affirmatively ; being firſt demanded by the Arch»Biſhop of Car- 


ropbary, ''P 


eaſeth you to confirm and obJerve the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
Anticet  Tinits granted from God, by juſt and devout Kings, unto the 


Engliſh - Nation, by' Oath unto the ſaid People," eſpecially the Laws, Li- 
berties and Cuſtoms , granted unto the Clergy and Laity by the Famous 


King Edward. We may obſerve, in theſe Words of the Articles of 
the-Onth, that the King is required -to 


obſerve not All the Laws, 


bur ohly-the Uprighe; and that with Diſcretion,” and Mercy. The 
mr dy cannot mean all 'Laws, becauſe in the Oath of Rj- 


chavd the” 
the Ki 


©0123 911; 


d, I findevil; and wnjuſt Laws mentioned, 'which 
wears to aboliſh. ——So that in effe&t the King doth Swear 
th eoep ths" Laws, but ſuch as in his Judgrent' are - Upright, 


and 
thoſe 
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thoſe not literally always, but according to the Equity of his: Con- 
(cience, joyned with Mercy, which is properly the Office of a Chan- 
cellor rather than of a Judge; and if a King did ſtriatly ſwear to 
obſerve all the Laws, he could not without Perjury give his con- 
ſent to the Repealing, or Abrogating of any Statute by A@ of 
Parliament, which would be very miichievable to the State. | 

Bur let it be ſuppoſed for truth, that Kings do fwear to obſerve 
all the Laws of their Kingdoms, yet no man can think it reaſon, 
that Kings ſhould be more bound by their voluntary Oaths, than 
common Perſons are by theirs. Now if a private Perſon make a 
Contra&, cither with Oath, or without Oath, he is no further bound 
than the —_ and Juſtice of the Contra&t ties him; for a man 
may have reliet againſt an unreaſonable, and unjuſt promiſe, if either 
Deceit, or Errour, or Force, or Fear induced him thereunto ; or 
if it be hurtful, or grievous in the performance. Since the Laws in 
many Caſes give the King a Prerogative above common perſons, 
I lee no realon, why he ſhould be denied the Priviledge, which 
the Meanelſt of his Subje&ts doth enjoy. 

Theſe are Sir R. Filmer's own words, and now let the Reader judge, 
whether Mr. Sidney have truly repreſented him in this particular. 
I come now to his next particular, which is about acquiring the 
Right of Dominion, wherein Mr. Sidney repreſents Sir R. Filmer's 
Opinion in theſe words : And that he, that hath the Power, whether 
he came unto it by Creation, Elettion, Inheritance, Vjurpation, or any 
other way, had the Right. . 

That is, had an equal right, for ſo it muſt be underſtood. Now 
of theſe, the firſt, Creation, is not mentioned in Sir R. Filmer, and 
is non-ſenſe, when it is applyed to a Soveraign Prince; the other 
two, Eleftion and Inheritance, are not quarrel'd ; but upon the laſt, 
Mr. Sidney ſpends all his forces: Before I conſider what he hath 
faid, 1 will repreſent Sir R. Filmer in his own words. Patriarcha, 

af, 22. 

v7 it pleaſe God for the Correftion of the Prince, or Puniſhment of 
the People, to ſuffer Princes to be removed, and others to be placed in 
their rooms, either by the Faftions of the Nobility, or Rebellion of the 
People; in all ſuch Caſes, the Fudgment of God, who hath power to give 
and to take away Kingdoms, is moſt juſt ; yet the Miniſtry of Men, 
who execute Gods Mo without Commiſſion, is ſinful and damna- 
Ble. God doth But wſe and turn Mens Unrighteons Aﬀts to the per- 
formance of his Righteous Decrees, 

In all Kingdoms, or Common wealths in the World, whether the Prince 
be the Supreme Father of the People, or but the true Heir of ſuch a 
Father, or whether he come to the Crown by Vſurpation, or by Eleition 
of the Nobles, or of the oa or by any other way whatſoever : or 
lphether ſome few, or a Multitude govern the Common-Wealth ; Tet 
fill the Authority that is in any one, or in many, or jn all theſe, is 
the only right and natural Authority of a _ Father. There is, 

and. always ſpall be continued to the end of the World, 4 Natural Right 
of a Supreme Father over every Multitude, altheugh by the ſecret 


Will of God, many at firſt do moſt unjuſtly obtain the Exerciſe of - 
| C 2 


[8] 


| ts IT do not obſerve that he hath any where de- 
In « private eftatt the title is beld geod,} if trated in this piece, when, w%7 Mr: y=ey rl 


it d. , P71 T Pur - . 
chaſe, flog - x Þ plat jeQs are bound to ſubmit to an Uſurper. But | 


__ 4 7 0 wm rye 4 9 ihe 1r4 will give the beſt judgment, I can, in it. Firſt 
2d Commandment will be ready to yield bm ©, I ſay, taking an Uſurper in the right No- 
(the preprieter) Gods apprebatien fot it. But if tion, for one that hath no lawhul, or juſt Title, 
—_— —_ _—_ = en the Subje&s are bound to refiſt him, and ſtand 
Lime out of mind, witheat apparent aſurpation, for the Lawful Heir, and his Poſterity, as long, 
the owner bath indeed Geds title to 11. as they are, or can be known, as far as is poſli- 


The J L be and much fir ao 4 . a 
fr Dn ena; the wry ble without appareot deſtruction. But it the 


cerning the Original of Dominion. pag. 75. Right Heir, or Family fail, or is extinguiſhed ; 
Grotius de fore Belli & Pacis. lid. 2.© 4- _ that Obligation fails, and the H—_ is to 
| be taken as the declaration of the Will of God, and the Heirs of the 
Ufurper will have a good Title againſt any other Perſon, or Family, in 
the World ; who can have no right to Uſurp _ them, becauſe their 
Anceſtors did ſo upon another preceding Family. And this is for the 
Peace, and Welfare ofthe World. And that Injury; which Uſurpers do, 
is reſerved to the Juſtice of a Righteous, and Almighty God, who will 
puniſh them ſeverely in the next world, it they eſcape in this: But on 
the other ſide, if there ſhould be left an Erernal Liberty to Subjeas, 
and other men, to revenge from one Generation ro another, one Uſur- 
jon with another, the World would be turned into an Aceldama, 2 
Feld of Blood, to the ruine of many thouſands of poor innocent ſouls. 
His laſt Complaint in this Paragraph is, That, according to Sir R. F. 
None muſt oppoſe His (the Princes) Will, But the Perſons, and Eſtates 
of His Subjetts muſt be indiſpenſably ſubjett unto it, Now; if by Op- 
be underſtood Reſiſting, I yield him the point ; and I think it 
is the only point, in which he hath truly repreſented Sir R. Filmer's 
Judgment. 
Ns | Now, inAnſwer to this,I fay, 1//. That in ever 
Meet fagulee per fe Jpeflate (Conmmita- Gciety, or Community under Heaven, that is 


tes) perſefi« ſant : tamen ills, oft pars al- page 
= bet ratione inper fella of, wen dſo * perfe&t within it ſelf;and doth not depend uport 
ac 
L 


= | —_ = reſpedive. Suarez0e another, there muſt be an abſolute and uncon- 
72255, trollable Power fixed ſome where, which may 
indiſpenſably, and irrefiſtably diſpoſe ofthe Eſtates, and Perſons of the 
Subjects within that Society,or Community. For it every man be left 
at liberty to diſpoſe of his own Eſtate, and Perſon, as he pleaſeth him- 
ſelf, then can he have no Prote&ion but what his own Natural Force 
will afford him, and that will certainly- be overpowred at one time 
or other, by others. 

Without this, there can be no juſtice Adminiſtred within the Society ; 
for ifevery particular man may be Judge in his own caſe, the right will 
certainly be aſſerted on both ſides,tho' it really can be but on one ; noMale- 
fator will ever condemn himſelf,nor ſubmit to Tuſtice,if he can and may 
reſiſt , and if a War happen, every man will be for ſaving his own 
Goods from the expence , his own Perſon from the danger of it. And 
the uence muſt be, that that Society, or Multitude rather,muſt 
periſh, cither by Internal diſorders, or External force. 

zly. This Power is, and muſt be One, in every Society, it is indi- 
viſible; for ſuppoſing, that it ſhould be divided in the ſame Society 
G into 


EY 
40 two, or more parts, 23 betwixt two men, or Rom. 13.4. Bob dxar@;, the Minifter 
1s in the fingula r Number, to ſhew God is not 


£W9 Senates, or Councils, without any depen- 1, 4,0 7 nending Poners, axd the Ine 
dance upon one another, or any third thing ; the francais fo tae, phy walwmegr, the Spgrd 
not Swor ds, to fſhew there thanid te lat one 4 


Conſequence muſt needs be, that they differing, nes ie {at 6 
and oppoſing, one another, and having no law- ——_ RI 
tut Power fixed in either of them to oblige the | 

other to ſubmit, muſt have recourſe to torce and Armes, and fp that 

Society can never reſt, till this Supreme Soveraign power be reduced 


to-Oge. 
' Now whether it be in a ſingle perſon, or in many, or in all, whete 


exer it is lodged, none muſt oppoſe, that is, refiſt it. Arid Yet no 
aman.can aſlare himſelf of more Juſtice from a Senate, or a Mulbittg. 


than from a Prince, or ſingle Perſon. $So that this inconvettieh&s of 
being liable ro Oppreſſion,and Injury, is one of thoſe* Humane Miſt- « _ 


ries, that upon the Fall took poſſeſſion of the World, and can never be rm c 
quaſs legis, & 
Humane condi- 


purged out of it, till the final Conflagration. | 
but increaſe the Miſe riexis, records. 


, oor would Reſiſtance, it it were lawtul, cure, - 
chief ; for upon that ſuppolition, the injured Party. muſt be ftis own **Cicer.Fam, 
b mult the other too, and the Tryal muſt be by dint 6f Ep. /.6. Ep.6. 


Judge, and 
Blows, Force, and Arms : And fo there could be no Law, but that of the 


Sword, no Execution, but Martial. | 
So that when God commanded every ſou, by the Apoſtle, to be ſub Fm 13 1 
jet to the Higher Powers, and threatned Damnation to them that Re- 


ſiſt, it is not to be ht (nor can it without Blaſphemy) that he did 
not foreſee, that Rprrs. aa Powers would ſome times grievoully injure, 
and oppreſs their Subjects, nor was it becauſe he did approve of their 
lojuries, and Oppreſlions, but becauſe he knew it was better for Sab- 
je&s to ſuffer patiently, than to reſiſt rebellioufly, to be Martyrs than 
Traytors ; and he alſo thereby engaged himſelf, (who only is able) to 
revenge thoſe Wrongs,which Subjects neither might,nor could revenge 


without their own ruine. | : 
Now if he (Mr. Sidney) did not know, that he might not publiſh his 


inion to the contrary of theſe things, he was very ignorant, bur 
ignorantia Legis excuſat neminem , eſpecially when the * ignorance is 
wiltul, or but pretended, that a man may with impunity inſtill Sedi- 
ious Principles into the Rabble. 

I might as freely, and as publickly have declared my Thoughts, and the 
reaſons upon which they were grounded, and 1 perſwaded to believe : That 
God bad leſt Nations" unto the liberty of ſetting, up ſuch Governments, as 
beſt pleaſed themſebves. 

Now tho' this is directly contrary to Sir R, Filmer and the truth 
of things, yet if Mr. Sidvey had gone no further, he might poſtibly have 
died ot a Natural death, but this would not ſerve his , exttpr 
he left the Multitude at liberty to change the form of Governmeat, 
which was ſet up, as often as they pleated, as 1 ſhal ſhew before I 


conclude. | 
But then this Propoſition gives the lie to the whole Hiſtory of 


the Creation, delivered by Moſes. For if God laid the foundation of 


Mankind, in one ſingle Perſon Adam , and out of him, and afterhim, 
and for him, made Eve, then was ſhe ——_ naturally to tim. = 
| m 


Magifratum 
' pens Spin fo 


pus 
nia 


ſervke, 


Ged geve Adam this Dominion be- 
fore Eve wet Created. Gen. 1. 26, Sofhe had 


[ 10 | 
much more his, and her Children, and by Con- 
ſequence during his Life, there could be no other 
Form of Governmenr ſet up, but that of a Natu- 
ral Monarchy,or Supreme Father, which God him- 
ſelf had thus introduced, and took in all Mankind. 

And when Adam died, his Authority died 


civilem Ordinationem 
ipſum flatim creationis tem- 
> tradidit Ads ines Om- 
que in Terra & Mari fant. Calvini Lexi- 


E 


wo right _ Adam; end tybis pr- ot with him, for God had before determined 


miſion and G 


on whom it ſhould deſcend, when he told enra- 

.Caiu, that his brother Abels Deſire ſhould be ſubje@ to him, and 

e ſhould rule over him , Ger. 4. 7. By which words, God gave the 
Elder brother the fame Authority over all the younger Children, he 
had given Adam before over his Wife, Gen. 3. 16. Which muſt be 


underſtood to take place after the death of the Father. So that here 


Iub 4 6. 


for the Honour or Glory of Magiſtrates. 


is an Hereditary Monarchy ſetled by God himſelf in the very infan- 
cy of Mankind, as Sir R. Filmer hath proved more at large. 

And it belongs to Mr. Sidney, and ſuch as he, to ſhew when, and 
how Nations, or, more Pay ſpeaking, the Subjects in Nations, 
obtained this Liderty. The firſt Nations, atter the Flood, had diſtin 
Fathers, and are called the Children of their Founder, and wereno 
otherwiſe ſubje& to him, than as they were his Children, and it is 
apparent, that for many hundreds of years, all the Governments of 

World were Monarchies, and that the firſt Kingdoms were ve- 
ry ſmall, and hereditary. 

Now ſuch a beginning of Mankind, and ſuch a g——_ of them, 
is not conſiſtent with Mr. Sidneys Liberty of ſetting up what Ge- 
vernment beſt pleaſed themſelves ; why were not Adam's Children 
left at liberty after his death > Why ſhould God ſubje&t Zve to her 
husband, Abe! to Caix, if he were ſuch a lover of Equality > Was - 
it not as eaſy to have made 20000 Men and Women as one, and 
would they not have peopled the World, in much leſt time than ons 
Man, and his Wife > Nay, why did he not make one of either Sex here 
at firſt, as he did in all the other Creatures 2 Sir R. Filmer will give 
you the reaſon of this, p..30. out of St. Chry/oſtom, God made all 
mankind of one Man, that he might teach the World, to be Governed by 
a King, and not by a Multitude. 

Now if any man will pretend to oppoſe Reaſons, againſt plain 
matter of Fa&t recorded, he will diſcover nothing but his folly, if 
he own the Bible for the Word of God ; his impiety, if he de- 
ny it. 

conclude then, if the Multitude have any ſuch liberty now, 
they had it not from the beginning, and theretore their Advocates 
muſt produce their Charter, and make good their Title, or elſe 
I can ſee no more reaſon to believe them, - than the Devil, when he 
told our Saviour, All this Power will I give thee, and the ' Glory 
of them, for that is delivered to me, and to whomſoever I will, 1 
give #t, The Devil hath put in his Claim too, and pretends a Deed 
_ and, I believe, can as eaſily produce it, as the People can 
t 

2. That Magiſtrates were ſet up for the good of Nations,” not Nation; 


I !144 
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This depends woos the former, and there- | 
fore doth nor deſerve an anſwer, and yet be. ,” _—_—— 
cauſe much ſtreſs is laid upon it of late, I rwerrindum of. Cicer. locs de Lo 
will reply ro it: The Term of Magiltrate is 
very improper in- this place, becauſe it denotes a Subordinate * Go- 
vernour, and 1s not applyable to a' Soveraign Prince. 

In the next place, I ſee no oppoſition be- EB Wa | 
tween the rwo wa of his Adverfative Prop6- ,, 7 _—_— — þ- 0,4 
ſition, becauſe they are both crue won 00> rom wy wifi 6. autem non 
pulative torm. For Magiſtrates [Kings] are "ſet 2016 Pens Orin, ſed etien, cjus 
up for the good of Mates cad Harte Yor "the (ns paſar 

Flonour, and Glory, and Service of Magiſtrates, Epilt. al Quint. Frat. I. 4, E. 1. Sure no 
Thus Eve, and all her Children, were produ- Rift ware ati t ht, Flock is to be 
ced for the Good of 'Adam. God ſaid, it is not mm 

cod that the Man ſhould be alont: I wil make him a help meet for 

; on Gen. 2. 18. And the was tlie firſt Subje&, and if ſhe were 
made for her Husbands ſake, not he for hefs, the Children will aps 
by thewſame reaſon, to be born for the Honour, Safety, and Ser- 
vice of the Father,and not the Father made fortheirs: And when Families 
grew to Nations, ſtill the Reaſon and Nature of the thing was the ſame. 
In ſhort, if God be the Author and Giver of ' Kingdoms, this 
Argument is a ſham, a delufion ; it he be not, but they are of Hu- 
mane Inſtitution, then there may be ſomething in it. But becauſe 
the firſt of theſe contradifts the whole current of Scripture, there» 
fore it will take more time to prove it to an Unbeliever, than I can 
ſpair now ; and to others it need not be'provet. 

3/y. That the Right and Power of Magiſtrates in every Country, was 
that, which the Laws of that Country made it to be. 

Now this is juſt as wiſe, as that which went before, for how came 
Countiers by Laws 2 Were Princes before Laws, or Laws before Prin- 
ces? did the Multitude firſt make Laws, and then chuſe Princes to 
Execute them > Or did Princes give Laws ro their Subjedts 2 Were | 
our Engliſh Laws for inſtance, made by our Princes or no Go to 7##®*-lib. 
the Heathen, and he will tell rhee, At firſt rhe People were not un- 
der Laws : The Wills of Princes ſerved inſtead of Laws. Go to 
Spe/mans Colleftion of Ancient Saxon Laws, and ſee if you can find 
one, that was made by the People without the Prince. So that this 
is a very filly Propoſition, and the Allegiance which we owe to 
our Soveraign, and our Anceſtors ow'd to his, is the cauſe of our 
ſabmiſion to the Laws, and not the Laws, the cauſe of our ſubmilli- 
on to him, and them. 

4ly. That thoſe Laws were to be obſerved, and the Oaths taken 
them, having the force of a Cuntrait between Magiſtrates,and People, could 
not be violated without danger of diſſolving the whole Fabrick. 

Now ſuppoſe all this be granted, what follows 2 Why nothing, 
bur that Princes ſhould be as careful, as is poſſible, to keep their Laws 
in exerciſe, and not to break rheir Oaths. Well, but ſuppoſe a 
Prince ſhould not obſerve his Oath or Laws -What then 2 Or ſuppoſe he 

' do,and ſuch Suhjects,as you, will nor beſatisfied, but will belie and flan- 
der him to his People, as one that hath thoſe about him, that inrend 
| D 2 to 
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to. bripg in Popery and Arbitrary Government? Well, ſuppoſe inthe 
_ next place the poor regis take the fright, and belieye all this; 
19at.+-23-'what then? Why this will indanger the Aiolving the whole Fabrick. 
But. will” the People have right hereupon to riſe and puniſh the King 
Maſt He” expe&t that the performance will be cxaCted, or revenge 
Dei/arater - jus taken by thoſe, he hath (as they pretend!) betrayed ? Here his the 
coding", ot difference betwixt you , and Sir R. Filmer. Tho'I muſt tell you, our 
; oe ”" Kings do not commence their Reigns from the time of their taki 
ref of datum . S | ['s - 04 , 
coun, cxikny of the Oath, but from the moment. of the Expiring of their Pre- 
ya -goru deceſlors, and are Soveraigns before, and without this Oath. Which 
| Woes Ligand is an” odd* kind of Contract, given and made after the party con- 
ci /u5196h4ti, cerned;and bound, is in full and peaccable Poſſeſſion, and which, if 
— 1, he ſhould deny, the other party have no power to: exact. oy the 
B:lli: liv. 2. breach of which there lies no AQtion, but in Heaven: God being 
cap. 14 Set. the only, Judge. In thort, it is like the Oath God ſware to Abra- 
64 ham, a 1 ndeteatio to] humane infirmity, to allay mens Fears, and 
excite their Love, Fidelity, and Gratitude. 
That 2ſurpation could grve no Right. 
This Propoſitiop, if it be.joyned to what follows, viz, That ut 
Pipins Uſurpation on. the- Merovean Race, Hugh Capets on the Caro- 
119126" *" line Family, being Ads of State, (z..e. made 
_ * Cerdicius pritet Welt” Shxonut! Rez ith the conſent of the People) be not goods 
—— Sa urng Wi, Malek {an tca. there. is not a King in the World, that hath any 
de cujus, flirge nalierum Provicietun regium ARR FRE, LOT he: bears, &e, ſeems to. be 
EIT Kings his Ma./7 £9u5 underſtood by. Siqney. That ve duration of 
efty is deſcended. H. the, 2d:- being .the F7me, be: it never ſo lon Can , th o right to that 
Grandchild of '91/dis, Which was the Family,whoſe Auceſtor came in by fur pation. Than 
CEE og noon Male of the which nothing in the World is mcre. falſe, ex- 
Weſt Szzon Line. Ailredi Ginealog, Regan CEPt it. be that propoſition, thar All- the Kings 
Arglorum He 2. #elicareyimter Decti 53" in the World are derived from Uſurpers. For it 
 - -1+1-80r360<- wn * 1s apparent to all, that our King is not; this Fa- 
mlty' being derived from the Saxon Line, who were Princes before 
the * Normans entered England, and although there have been ſe- 
veral Uſurpations in the Line; yet the Line was never changed 
thereby, but His __ is deſcended from all that ever had a 
Right to' the Crown of Eng/and, whoſe Poſterity is not extin&; So 
elle tliere is never a Perſon ,in,the whole. World, whoſe Anceſtor 
was put by, to make way for his Majeſtics Anceſtor. And it may be, 
tis the moſt Antient Race of Kings, that is upon the face'of the Earth, 
God preſerve 'it for ever, XP 
He. has another odd notion, -which 1 believe is his own. Zhar 
tho" s Prince, who hath no Title, puts by, or puts. out one, that hath ay 
wndoubted Title to an hereditary Kingdom. Tet if he have the conſent of 
the People, (which he calls an |ACX of State) he is no V/urper, becauſe 
he obtains the Crown by the conſent of a willing Nation, Than which 
Grot a 1B-"- there can be nothing more injurious to hereditary Kingdoms, where 
1, © as the true Notion of an Uſurper, is, one that obtains the Poſſeſſion 
of a Throne, to which he hath no rightful Title, whether he come 
in by the eonſent of the People, or without it, by Force, Fraud, or 
Faction, 
And 
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And the moſt Dangerous of all Enemies unto Kings were they, who 
raifing their Power ro am exorbitant height, allowed unto Uſurpers a!l 
the Rights belonging to it. [| 

This is oddly penn'd, and it is probable, when I have proved Sir. 
R. Filmer to be none of them, it will be pretended, ſome other Pex- 
ſons were meant, though it can ſcarcely be underſtood: of any other 
than he, and ſuch as found all Government in Paternal Power. 

Sir AR. Filmer thus declares his Judgment, pag. 23. The Authority 
that is in any one, (a Prince) or in many, (an Ariſtocracy) or in all, 
(a Democracy) 7s the only Right and Natural Authority of /a Supreme 
Father, Whach is as much, as it he had ſaid, Humane Power ought 
never to riſe above the Spring-head. The higheſt that God Orgain- 
cd in the World amongſt Men, was Paternal Power: And this 1s 
no fuch formidable, exorbitant thing, as Mr. S;d4ney would bear the 
World in hand. I cannot better expreſs this, than in the words of 
Seneca, 


What is the Duty of a Prince 2 That of kind Parents :\Who uſe to 


Aq1 Clem. lid. 


chide their Children ſometimes ſweetly, and at other, with more ſharg» 1.cap. 14, 


neſs, and ſometimes correft them with blows. Did ever any wiſe man 
diſ-inherit his Son for his firſt Offence ?. Except many and' great injuries 
Conquer, his Patience, unleſs that which he fears for the future, be grea- 
ter than what he Condemns as paſt, he doth not come to a final Sentence. 
He firſt tries by many ways to Reclaim his unſetled Manzers, declining 
to the worſe; and only proceeds to extremities when he deſpairs. No 
Parents proceeds to * Extirpation,till he bath in vain ſpent all other Reme- 
dies. Fat which becomes a Parent, becomes a Prince : Wha is fliled 
THE FATHEROF HIS COUNT RI, without flattery. In 
all our other Titles we conſult their Fonour. We have call d them t 
Great, the Happy, the Auguſt, and heap:d upon Ambitious Majeſty all 
the Titles we could invent, giving theſe to them: But we have ftyied 
him the Father of his Country, that the Prince might confider the 
Power of a Father was given bim. Which is the moſt Temperate of all 
Powers, conſulting the Welfare of the Children, and preferring their 
Goed before its own. It is a long time before a Father can reJotve to 
cut off one of his own limbs, and when he hath unwillingly done it, could 
wiſh it on again; and in the At groans, and delays a long time beforg 
he doth it. For he ſeems to Congemn willingly, who does it quickly ; ty 
puniſh unjuſtly, who doth it too ſPerely. The People of Rome, in our 
memory,nalmoſt ſlew Erixion, a Gentleman, in the Market-place, for bhau- 
ing ſcourged his Son to death; for the Authority of Auguſtus Cxſar could 
hardly deliver him from the inraged Hands of the Roman Pathers and 
Children. | 

This was the Opinion of that great Philoſopher, and Mingter of 
State, in that piece he writ on purpbſe ro perlwade Prigces ta Cle 
mency. And for my part, I have ever thought Gods loye.and kjng- 
nels to Mankind, did never appear in any thing mare,except ur mags 
Redemprion, than in Creating only one Man , and out of him, ggly 


* Supplicia. 


one Woman * : So that 44am was a kind of Father of his Wite. Fhgt + 51, +. 
Marital as well as all other Power, might be foundgd 1n Patergal wm  Uroren 


Juriſdiction. ' That all Princes might look upon the meaneſt of gheir go : 
| E 


F man. 
r. ce 


Subjects Atano. 


* Siquidem eſt 
atrecius Patriz 
arentem, quam 
/ w=_ 


Cicers Philip, -OVE and Duty. 
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2d. 0, 


Tryal p, 23. 
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SubjeAs as their Children: And all Subje&ts upon their Prince, as 
their common Father - And upon each other, as the Children of 
one Man, that Mankind might not only be vnited in one common 
Nature, but alſo be of one Blood, of one Family, and be habitua- 
ted to the beſt of Governments from the very Infancy of the World, 
" Were this well conſidered, as there could be no Tyrafits, fo 
neither would there be any * Traytors and Rebels, but both Prince 
and Pcople would ſtrive to out do each other in the Offices of 

And now let any man read Sir R. Filmer's Patriarcha, and ſee if 
he have aſcribed one dram of Power to Princes, which will not na- 
turally ſpring, and ariſe from Supreme Paternal Power. Which how 
much ſoever Mr. Sidney may diſlike it, is no Exorbitant height. 

Asto the ſecond period, or member of this Paragraph, the allowing 
unto Uſurpers, all the rights belonging unto Princes, upon which 
Mr. Sidney ſo cnlargeth himſelf, in Afpltying the miſchiets that fol- 
low it, I have formerly ſet forth Sir R. Filmer in his own words, 
by which it will appear, how little reaſon, he hath Biven for ſuch a 

tion- \ 

For firſt he calls it a judgment of God, for the correttion of the Prince 
or a Puniſhment of the People. 

2ly. Tho' in this he acknowledgeth God's juſtice, yet he declared the 
At to be finful, and dammable in them that do it. 

Now if this will make a Man a moſt dangerous Enemy unto Kings, 
how ,yet can Mr. Sidney pretend to correct him, who in this ve- 
ry paper allows the expulſion of Targuin, the infurretion againſt Ne- 
r0, the Slaughter of Ca/zgu/a, and Domitian, to be good Acts of State ; 
and will not allow Pipin, and Hugh Capet to be Uſurpers, becauſe 
they did it by the Conſent of Willing Nations ? So that we may ſet 
our hearts at reſt, for there never was, nor ever ſhall be an; Uſurper, 
except ſuch as having good Titles do not think it neceſſary to Cajole 
the People, but preſuming upon that, enter the Government withour 
the Legye of Mr. Multitude. 

He concludes his reaſons againſt _— Thus. This is the Scope 
of the whole Treatiſe ; (viz. That, part of which was at the Tryal pro- 
duced againſt him )the Writer gives ſuch reaſons as at preſent uid 0c» 
cur unto him to prove it. This ſeems to agree with the Dotrines of all times, 
Nations, and Religions ; the Beſt andeWiſeſt of all Kings have ever ac- 
knowledged it.—the Scriptures ſeem to declare it; &c. 

Now it is a little wonderful, that he ſhould be ſo well acquainted 
with a piece that was Counterfeit, and laid in his Study ; but yer it 
is much more wonderful, that there ſhould even ſeem (tho' but to him) 
to be ſuch an Agreement about the power of the People, ia ſetting up 
ſuch Governments as beſt pleaſed them; that the People are :judge of 
all differences that happen betweerrthem and their Prince ; that he 
muſt Be content to ſubmit his Intereſt unto theirs, ſince he is no 
more then any one of them, in any other, ReſpeR than that, he is by 
the Conſent of all, raiſed above any other. 

Now if theſe, and ſeveral other be ſuch dofrines as he deſcribes, -.e. 
Approved in all Ages, Nations and Religions, then will I never truſt 

my 
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my Eyes morc- Let but the Readeg, conſult Sir R. Filmers Patriarchao 
and he will ſtand amazed at the confidence, prejudice, or partiality 
of this man. 
Indeed the Heathen Philoſophers, and Hiſtorians, being ignorant of 
the true Hiſtory of the Creation, — ſeem to think, that 
Regall power (which they all own to have been the firſt form of Go- 
verament,) was introduced by the conſent of the People, and thus Cicero ,,, " 
expreſſeth it, All the Ancient Nations obeyed Kings, which fort of «g. - 
Dominion ( Empire) they (the people) gave at firſt to the moſt Juſt, and 
Wiſeſt men. | 
But with Chriftianity this Doctrine expired ; and all the Fathers 
and Ancient Chriſtians without exception, looked upon| God as the 
Author of Kingly Government, and the Giver of Kings, [I will quote 
only one, St. Auguſtin. ** God, the Author and Giver of, Happineſs, 
* becauſe he only is the true God, gives himſelf earthly Kingdoms ,, Þ* ©ivit. de 
© both to the Good, and to the Bad, and this not inconſiderately, and **** 37 
«as it were by chance, becauſe he is God, and not Fortune ; but | 
& according to the Order of things and times, which is ſecret as to 
* us, but moſt perfeftly known to him. And this was the Do&- 
rine of all Chriſtians, till Pope Zachary revived the old Heathen Dodt- 
rines, to juſtifre the Depoſition of Childerick, and Eleftion'of  Pipin 
in France. The King (faith he) is Obnoxious to the- People by whoſe 4vn. /. 3. 
favour he injoys = Len he hath, that is, he received from 'them © ee 
his Power, ' Honour, Riches, Glory, and Dignity. The Multitude 
(Plebs) makes® King, and may DEP'OSE him. A: Learned man of +... cz. 
aur Country, cites this paſſage, and faith, / that for © he knew; he regim Majeftes 
was the firſt Divine, or Pope of Rome either, that faid ſo, or writ ſo.?* * 
So in all probability, here is the firſt Chriſtian Author of Mr. Sidveys 
Dottrine about the middle of the 7:4 Centry. How, and for what ends 
it was imbraced by the School-men, and after them by the Presbyteri- 
ans, you may find in the beginning of the Parriarcha. 
The 'reſt deſerves juſt as much Credit as this doth, and might moſt 
eaſily be anſwered, if it were worth the while. 
There is one thing more he quarrelled Sir R. Filmer, for at his Try- 
al. p. 33. He ſaith, it is the ſame thing, whether (a Prince be) of Age or 
no, a Man, or a Child, of Senſe, or out of Senſe. 
And ſo doubtleſs it is, as to the right, tho' not as to the exerciſe 
of that right, thus Sir R, expreſſeth ir, by this means (Succeſſion) it 
comes to paſs, that many a Child, by ſucceeding a King, hath the A Os 
right of a Father, over many a Gray-headed Multitude, and hath M.... tamen eo 


n : bf e 
the Title of Pater Patrie. Filtus ant Pilla, 


Ofthis the Scriptures give ſeveral Examples, and ſome of them have <«p«zDoninii in 
proved excellent Princes, But then ſuch Princes have ever had Guar- |, z5-: 


dians, or Protectors, citium impedi- 


ill continued in . the Eldeſt jur. To 2. 
of the Eldeſt Line, and been ſo deduited to' him, mh 
Why, what if a Prince could do this? then it ſeems Mr. Sidney would 
allow him a right to his Crown — the conſent of the people 

2 whic 
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which muſt be by the right of Primogeniture, and Nature, Well, 
there is certainly ſuch a manin the'World,how came the-people in eve- 
ry Nation by his right ? | 1 c 

If any Prince ſhould pretend a Right to aa Univerſal Mofrrchy, 
I think it were but reaſonable, he ſhould be put to. make out his Title, 
according to Mr. Sidwey's Rule ; but ſeeing no body does fo, to the beſt 
of my knowledge, it is but reaſonable that all Princes ſhould in' the” 
mean time eojoy what they arc in lawful poſſeſſion of, till this Heir of 
Neah hath make qut his Pedigree and Title, and then they may confi- 
der further of it. l 33 | 
- And in the interim,Mr, Sidney will certainly be wiped out of Mr. Mut 
titzades Calendar of Saints, and Martyrh for thus betraying their Caſe 
tothe Kings, and Princes of the World, who will never now willingly 
ſurrender their Crowns, aad Scepters, but ſti]! pretend (when all other 
Arguments fail) they keep them to the, uſe of Noa#'s Heir general. 

"Thus I have; with as much brevity as I could, anſwered what ever . 
F have remarked, in this Paper or the Tryal, that doth particularly 
relate to Sir R, Filmer; and it the Reader will but be pleaſed to read 
that piece himfelf, it will abundantly fatisfie him, that all Mr. Sidney's 
Clamour againſt -it is cauſeleſs, and unreaſonable, the ſole Effet "of 
paſſion, intereſt; prejudice,and ſuch other humane infirritics, 

For tho' this is a Poſthumous. piece, and for want of the laſt hand of 
that Learned Gentlemgn,-js- not fo full, and perfeRt as he might have 
ia gp there are ſuch threads of ing, Truth, Modeſty, Loy- 
alcy,, 


Puadeacn, rub them every yt of 1, that op Reader wil 


